
DON’T LET A BAD BILL “KILL THE COAST” 
 

Whole Coast Comes to Austin 5/5/09 to SHOW THE LEGISLATURE 
That Available and Affordable 

WINDSTORM INSURANCE IS VITAL TO TEXAS’ ECONOMY 
 

TWIA FUNDING NEEDS FIXIN’; 
DON’T MESS WITH THE REST!  IT AIN’T BROKE! 

 
HARMFUL BILLS: 
SB 14, Fraser, Passed by the Senate 4/30/09. Even after stripping large, unsubstantiated 
surcharges, it contains rate increase known to be +30% or more, which must be imposed 
on or before 3 years.  Worse: rates, funding costs, required code inspections, and 
eligibility ‘filters’ are turned over to an insurer dominated board—Public input, TDI 
oversight is all but excluded.  Our best hope to change SB 14 is to seek amendment in the 
House, which has not approved SB 14. 
HB 911, and HB 4733, Smithee, would each seriously damage the Coastal economy in 
multiple ways [including added costs, shifting control, reducing availability] these mean 
spirited bills must be prevented. 
GOOD and BAD BILL: 
SB 1007, Hegar [& ‘companion’ HB 2203, Isett], the TDI SUNSET bill, includes non 
‘funding’ changes to TWIA, new board of directors is good; other provisions are harmful.  
Passed by the Senate, it is ‘pending’ in the House Insurance Committee 4/28/09. 
HELPFUL BILLS: 
HB 3640, and HB 3648, Hunter, would each propose a solution to FUNDING TWIA in a 
favorable way, avoiding other changes. 
HB 2487 [& ‘companion’ SB1379, Hinojosa] would encourage voluntary policies by 
creating an affordable reinsurance facility.  Restoration of voluntary policies is the best 
long term solution to TWIA problems. 
HB 3853, Eiland, would provide broad TWIA reform, including a practical funding 
method. 
 
INSURANCE COMPANIES HAVE CAUSED THE NEED FOR TWIA BY THEIR 
irresponsible ABANDONMENT OF THEIR COASTAL POLICY HOLDERS;  
THEY CAUSED ITS RECENT fivefold unfunded GROWTH THE SAME WAY. 
DO NOT PENALIZE TEXANS for what INSURANCE COMPANIES have done.  
 
 
 Communicate by our presence to the Legislature and the World that available and affordable windstorm 
insurance is so important to the PEOPLE of Texas, that the whole coast sends representatives to be here in 
person as testimony to that importance. 
 
 Inform key Members of the Legislature that restoration of TWIA “funding” is the only truly NEEDED 
windstorm insurance legislation. Please solve funding concerns without unreasonable burden to anyone.  
Do not impose damaging, inappropriate penalties on policy holders for problems they DID NOT CAUSE—
by changing other parts of the Windpool Act. 
 



SPEAKER of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Joe Straus III, San Antonio, 2W.13 David Durden, Insurance Staff,  512-463-0512 
 
KEY HOUSE MEMBERS District  #, Capitol Office & FAX #s: 
Coastal Members:    House Insurance Committee: 
21 Allan Ritter, Nederland, E2.406   John Smithee, Chair, Amarillo, 1W.10 
512-463-1861     512-476-7016 
22 Joe Deshotel, Beaumont, E2.408   Trey Martinez Fisher, San Antonio, V.Ch. E1.320 
512-463-8381     512-463-4873  
23 Craig Eiland, Galveston, GW.5   Joe Deshotel, Beaumont, E2.408 
512-936-4260     512-463-8381 
24 Larry Taylor, Friendswood, E2.610  Craig Eiland, Galveston, GW.5 
512-474-2398     512-936-4260 
25 Dennis Bonnen, Angleton, 4N.5   Kelly Hancock, N. Richland Hills, E1.406 
512-463-8414     512-463-0751 
29 Randy Weber, Pearland, E1.412   Todd Hunter, Corpus Christi, E2.808 
512-463-5717     512-463-2101 
32 Todd Hunter, Corpus Christi, E2.808  Carl Isett, Lubbock, E1.506 
512-463-2101     512-708-8427 
33 Solomon Ortiz, Jr., Corpus Christi, E1.322 Larry Taylor, Friendswood, E2.610 
512-463-7834     512-474-2398 
34 Abel Herrero, Robstown, E1.212  Senfronia Thompson, Houston, 3S.6 
512-463-1705     512-463-6306 
37 Rene Olivera, Brownsville, 4N.10 
512-463-8186 
38 Eddie Lucio III, Brownsville, E1.318 
512-463-0660 
43 Tara Rios Ybarra, S. Padre Isl.  E2.302 
512-463-1765 
 
LT. GOVERNOR 
David Dewhurst, Houston, 2E.13, 512-463-0001 
 
KEY SENATE MEMBERS District #, Capitol Office & FAX #s: 
Coastal Members:    Business & Commerce Committee: 
4  Tommy Williams, The Woodlands, GE.7  Troy Fraser, Chair, Horseshoe Bay, 1E.15 
512-463-6373     512-475-3732 
11 Mike Jackson , La Porte, 3E.2   Chris Harris, V.Ch, Dallas, 3S.5 
512-475-3727     512-463-7003 
17 Joan Huffman, Houston, GE.2   Kip Averitt, Waco, E1.606 
512-463-0639     512-475-3729 
18 Glenn Hegar, Jr., Katy, E1.808   Kevin Eltife, Tyler, 3E.16 
512-475-3736     512-475-3751 
20 Juan ‘Chuy’ Hinojosa, McAllen, 3E.12  Craig Estes, Wichita Falls, 3E.8 
512-463-0229     512-463-8874 
27 Eddie Lucio, Jr., Brownsville, 3E.18  Mike Jackson, La Porte, 3E.2 
512-463-0061     512-475-3727 
      Eddie Lucio, Jr., Brownsville, 3E.18 
      512-463-0061     
      Leticia Van de Putte, E 1.704 
      512-463-2114 

Kirk Watson, Austin, E1.712 
      512-463-5949 
 
CWIC [Coastal Windstorm Insurance Coalition] Lee Otis “Otie” Zapp, Jr., May 5, 2009 


